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The Research & Development Cell, BLDE (Deemed to be University), in association with the
Medical Education Unit, successfully organized a webinar on “Pixels, Platforms &
Pedagogies — Medical Education in the Era of AI” on 24 February 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at the Academic Council Hall, BLDE (DU), Vijayapura. The webinar featured Dr.
Shashidhar Venkatesh Murthy, Associate Professor and Head of Pathology, College of
Medicine & Dentistry, James Cook University, Australia, as the Resource Person.
Approximately 40 faculty members and students participated in the webinar,

Welcome Address

The programme commenced with a warm welcome by Dr. Arun Inamadar, Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, BLDE (DU). He highlighted the growing importance of artificial intelligence and
digital technologies in transforming medical education and emphasized the need for faculty to
adapt innovative teaching-learning strategies to meet the expectations of Gen-Z learners.

Introduction of Resource Person

Dr. M. M. Patil, Director, Research & Development Cell, BLDE (DU), introduced the
resource person. He briefly outlined Dr. Shashidhar’s distinguished academic career,
international teaching contributions, and pioneering work in digital pathology, e-learning, and
technology-enhanced medical education across Australia, India, and Fiji. He also mentioned his
prestigious teaching awards and global recognition in medical education innovation.

Technical Session Summary

Dr. Shashidhar delivered an insightful and engaging presentation on the evolving landscape of
medical education in the era of artificial intelligence. The session focused on the three core
pillars: Pixels, Pedagogies, and Platforms.

1. Pixels — Digitization of Teaching

The speaker described the transition from conventional microscopy and lectures to digital
microscopy, recorded interactive videos, and online assessments, enabling flexible and
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He shared his experience in developing blended online pathology courses for geographically
dispersed students at James Cook University.

2. Pedagogies — Evolution of Learning Models

Dr. Shashidhar explained the shift from traditional pedagogy to andragogy, heutagogy, and
Al-supported learning (Al-gogy). He emphasized self-determined learning approaches such as
flipped classrooms and case-based clinical discussions, where teachers act as facilitators rather
than lecturers.

He also highlighted the characteristics of Gen-Z learners, including preference for autonomy,
collaboration, and technology-enabled learning.

3. Platforms — Technology for Engagement

The session discussed the use of Learning Management Systems (Blackboard), social media
(WhatsApp), and Al tools such as Google NotebookLM and Google Lens for interactive and
personalized learning.

He demonstrated how Al can function as a 24/7 Socratic tutor, adapting to individual learner
needs while acknowledging the need for teacher oversight.

Role of Teachers in the Al Era

The speaker emphasized that Al cannot replace teachers but can enhance teaching when used
appropriately. He highlighted the continuing importance of human values, ethics, mentorship,
and structured guidance in education.

The session included interactive examples and activities demonstrating Al-assisted case
analysis and digital pathology learning tools.

Concluding Remarks

Dr. Y. M. Jayaraj, Hon’ble Pro-Chancellor, BLDE (DU), delivered the concluding remarks.
He appreciated the insightful presentation and stressed that integration of Al-enabled teaching
methods is essential for modern medical education. He encouraged faculty members to adopt
digital pedagogies and innovative platforms in teaching practices.
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Vote of Thanks

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Chandrika R. Doddihal, Deputy
Director, R & D Cell, BLDE (DU). She expressed sincere gratitude to the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor and Pro-Chancellor for their guidance, the resource person for his valuable and
enlightening session, and all participants for their active involvement. She also acknowledged
the support of the Medical Education Unit and organizing team in successfully conducting the
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